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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

We had two great field trips in August.
Those of us who joined Dallas Paleo at
Oliver Creek found all the fossils we
could carry. | had more fun watching
all the kids have such a good time than
I did digging my own fossils. | found
out that digging out fossils is hard
work! Several of us conceded defeat
and let the fossil win. They will be
there on the next trip for the rest of you
with more energy. Thank you Brian
Bowles for inviting us.

David Dobson organized us another
trip to TXI. We found lots of beautiful
pyrite crystals, calcite crystals, and
several types of shark teeth and other
fossils. We got lots and lots of
exercise in that sauna they call a
quarry, but everyone survived. Those
of you who abhor exercise don’t want
to go on this trip. John Woodward can
show you how to find petrified wood
by driving along in the car so you only
have to open the door and pick it up. |
never would have believed you could
collect rocks that way until | saw it for
myself!

The Big Bend trip is set for October
24" departure if we vanpool, or I’'m
leaving on the 23" if we don’t get a
vanpool together. We will be there all
week, so you can join us for any
portion of the trip you can make.

Email or call me with the following
info: Name and # of people going, do
you want to camp or hotel, do you want
to vanpool, if you are driving and
someone can ride with you, phone# and
email. | need to know for how many
people to plan. 1’m not asking for a
firm commitment, just whether you are
interested enough to try to go.

Thank you Bobby Thornton for
teaching silversmithing classes. Bobby
is dedicating his time for three months

to teach us more about our hobby. Our
club wouldn’t be much without people
like him making it happen, so say thanks
the next time you see him.

I still need volunteers for field trip
chairman and meeting host.

ROCK SWAP

Saturday, September 17
at THE SHOP
8:00 AM until we’re DONE

The shop is located on Plano Rd, one
block north of LBJ. Exit LBJ at Plano
Rd., go north underneath the RR
tracks and turn left at the first road.
The shop is behind the office strip, on
the right, about half way up the street.

The Pleasant Oaks and Dallas Gem
and Mineral Societies are sponsoring
the swap (members bring baked
goods to sell). There will be coffee and
goodies to munch and lots of good
rocks. Bring your rocks to trade/sell
and lots money to buy stuff.

Our next meeting will be held on
September 20, at the Ridgewood
Recreation Center, 6818 Fisher Rd.

We want to remind members to bring
food to share for our dinner. We seem to
get plenty of desserts but not enough
main dishes. We have many new
members, so let's make a good
impression by having great food and
warm hearts indicated by our greetings.

NEXT MEETING: SEPTEMBER 20

Speakers will be Brian Bowles and
Jeanine Fulton, who spent three weeks
in England this past June hunting for
fossils along the southern cost from
Eastbourne to Lyme Regis. They also
traveled to the Isle of Sheppey,
Folkestone and Quontoxhead. They
have a great program to present and
fossil specimens to show us. You don't
want to miss this meeting. It starts at
7:00 PM.

Big Bend

Field Trip
October 23 - 30

The club is organizing a week-
long field trip to Big Bend for the
week of October 23 - 30.

The entrance to Balmorhea State
Park is on Texas 17, about 12 miles
southeast of I-10, in Toyahvale.

For reservations to San Solomon
Courts or a campsite call 432-
375-2370; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

The Toyahvale Desert Oasis,
where you can rent scuba and
snorkeling equipment, is just west
of Balmorhea State Park on TX
HWY 17; hours 10-6; tel: 432-375-
2572; www.toyahvale.com.

The Davis Mountains State Park is
33 miles south of Toyahvale and 4
miles West of Ft. Davis on TX HWY
118. Forreservations at the park’s
Indian Lodge, call 432-426-3254;
to reserve a campsite, call 512-
389-8900. To contact the park,
call 432-426-3337;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

The McDonald Observatory is
about 14 miles northwest of Fort
Dauvis, off TX HWY 118. Phone:
877-984-7827;
www.mcdonaldobservatory.org.
Ft. Davis Visitors Center: 800-524-
3015; www.fortdavis.com.

If you have further questions
contact Rick at rick.r.1@juno.com
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8:00 AM

Dallas Gem & Mineral Society
SEPT. 17

www.dallasgemandmineral.org
P.O. Box 742033
Dallas, TX 75374-2033

ROCK SWAP
SATURDAY
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